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occupye their olde craftes, and be to aged to lerne new: of them I
wyll speake nothing, forasmuch as warres have their ordinarie re-
course. But let us considre those thinges that chaunce daily before
our eyes.
First there is a great numbre of gentlemen, which can not be con-
tent to live idle themselves, lyke dorres, of that whiche other have
laboured for: their tenauntes I meane, whom they polle and shave to
the quicke, by reisyng their rentes (for this onlye poynte of frugalitie
do they use, men els through their lavasse and prodigall spendynge,
liable to brynge theymselfes to verye beggerye) these gentlemen, I
say, do not only live in idlenesse themselves, but also carry about
them at their tailes a great flocke or traine of idle and loyterynge
servyngmen, which never learned any craft wherby to gette their
Hvynges. These men as sone as their mayster is dead, or be sicke
themselfes, be incontinent thrust out of dores. For gentlemen hadde
rather keepe idle persones, then sicke men, and many times the dead
mans heyre is not hable to mainteine so great a house, and' kepe
so many serving men as his father dyd. Then in the meane season
they that be thus destitute of service, either starve for honger, or
manfullye pl&ye the theves. For what would you have them to
do?
When they have wandred abrode so longe, untyl they have worne
thredebare their apparell, and also appaired their helth, then gentle-
men because of their pale and sickely faces, and patched cotes, will
not take them into service. And husbandmen dare not set them a
worke: Knowynge wel ynoughe that he is nothing mete to doe trewe
and faythful service to a poore man wyth a spade and a mattoke for
small wages and hard fare, whyche beynge deyntely and tenderly
pampered up in ydilnes and pleasure, was wont with a sworde and a
buckler by hys syde to jette through the strete with a bragginge loke,
and to thynke hym selfe to good to be anye mans mate. Naye by
saynt Mary sir (quod the lawier) not so. For this kinde of men
muste we moste of. For in them as men of stowter stomackes, bolder
spirites, and manlyer courages then handy-craftes men and plowemen
be, doth consiste the whole powre, strength and puissaunce of oure
army, when we muste fight in battayle. Forsothe, sir, as well you
myghte saye (quod I) that for warres sake you muste cheryshe
theves. For surely you shall never lacke theves, whyles you have
them. No nor theves be not the most false and faynt harted soldiers,
nor souldiours be not the cawardleste theves: so wel thees ii. craftes
agree together. But this faulte, though it be much used amonge you,
yet^ Is it not peculiar to you only, but commen also almost to all
nations.
Yet Fraunce besides this is troubled and Infected with a much
sorer plage. The whole royalme is fylled and besieged with hiered